IRELAND                    SIS

tinctlyjreligious nation. The anima natwalitcr
christianissima is a rare thing in England, though
the profession of religion is not only a State
affair, but practically universal. They wear their
religiQn as a formal garment. It never has, and
does not to-day, soften in the least the overbear-
ing temperament, interfere with wars of com-
mercial aggression, or condemn immorality in
the highest places. The overmastering qualities
of a conquering race are but slightly colored by
their religion. It is an affair of the State. One
is loyal to it as one is loyal to the King, but, as a
nation apparently, the general aims and purposes,
and the methods of working them out, are not
materially affected by the mandates of giving the
cloak also, turning the other cheek, or not wor-
shipping Mammon. The Irish question is in
no danger of settlement by an appeal to the
Englishman's religious sentiments. Nothing ap-
parently can influence, or mitigate, these prime
characteristics, JJlustrated by the treatment of
Ireland: the worship of success and supremacy,
and the stolid indifference to anything and every-
thing which interferes with the Englishman's
obtaining them.